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Wikipedia

Wikimedia 
Commons

Wikisource

Wikinews

Wiktionary

Wikimania
Wikibooks

Meta

Wikiquote

Wikispecies

MediaWiki

Wikiversity Incubator

WikidataWikivoyage

Free knowledge for all
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Projects run by volunteers - “Wikimedians”

Operated by the Wikimedia Foundation
501(c)(3) US charity, budget ~$30m, ~150 staff members.

39 local, independent non-profit Wikimedia chapters
Local outreach and events supporting global mission

Wikimedia UK - UK charity supporting the projects
Membership based, budget ~£1m, 6 staff, growing rapidly

Wikimedia
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488 million unique visitors
20.35 billion page views / month

5th largest web property (according to ComScore)

Over 14.8 million freely licensed media files

12,603 new Wikipedia articles each day
13.17 million edits each month

79,964 active registered editors total (5+ edits/month),
12,002 very active registered editors (100+ /month)

Wikimedia’s reach

Stats for October 2012 - see http://reportcard.wmflabs.org/
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Over 23.7 million articles

(Over 4.1 million in English)

Written in over 270 different languages

Now nearly 12 years old
(started 15 January 2001)

Volunteer-written
(no paid writers or editors)

Wikipedia

[[Wikipedia]]
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Largest encyclopædia ever

Bigger than 11,095-volume 永樂大典/Yongle Encyclopedia from 1403-8
Image: public domain, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Yongle_Dadian_Encyclopedia_1403.jpg
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Five Pillars
• Wikipedia is an encyclopaedia

• Wikipedia is written from a neutral point of view

• Wikipedia is free content that anyone can edit, use, 
modify and distribute

• Editors should interact with each other in a respectful 
and civil manner

• Wikipedia does not have firm rules

[[WP:FIVE]]
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Wikipedia is not
• Many things. But in particular:

• A publisher of original thought
(secondary sources rather than primary)

• A means of promotion
(Neutral point of view based on factual evidence. COI.)

• A place for copyrighted material
(CC-BY-SA, other free license, or public domain)

• A place for authority - references rule!
Verifiability not truth

[[WP:NOT]]
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Why do people edit?
• Give back to a valuable resource

• Interact with your readers (and vice versa)

• Immense reach and exposure

• Hundreds of ways to contribute

• Editing is the most effective way to engage with the 
community

• …and it’s rewarding!

[[WP:NOT]]
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Ratings
• Most articles have been rated on their talk pages

• Featured Articles (FA) - best articles, extensively reviewed

• A-class - well organised, essentially complete, reviewed

• Good Articles (GA) - meet set of criteria

• B-class - Mostly complete, not yet a Good Article

• C-class - substantial but missing important content

• Start-class - developing, but quite incomplete

• Stub-class - very basic description
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FA criteria

[[WP:FA]]
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GA criteria

[[WP:GA]]
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Conflict of Interest
• Avoid having a conflict of interest when editing:

• “Do not edit Wikipedia to promote your own interests, 
or those of other individuals or of organizations, including 
employers.”

• “Do not write about these things unless you are certain 
that a neutral editor would agree that your edits improve 
Wikipedia.”

[[WP:COI]]
Tuesday, 8 January 13



Vandalism
• Happens often - but generally easy to spot and undo

• Recent changes, watchlists

• Automated filters catch most vandalism before it happens

• 50% of vandalism reverted in less than 4 minutes

• Some do slip through...
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Accuracy
• Giles (2005) in Nature News looked at the accuracy of 

Wikipedia articles with Britannica articles 

• 42 entries peer reviewed by experts

• Average of 4 inaccuracies per Wikipedia article

• Average of 3 inaccuracies per Brittanica article

• 4 serious errors in each of Wikipedia & Brittanica

• ... errors will have been corrected in Wikipedia.

Giles (2005) , Nature, 438, 900 
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Notability
• Wikipedia doesn’t have articles on everything & everyone

• Notability guidelines set out what is needed

• Before they can have an article , topics must have:

• Significant coverage of the subject

• Reliable references (secondary sources)

• ‘Third party’ / independent sources

[[WP:NOTE]]
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Notability
• Astronomical objects:

• “Subjects of articles on astronomical objects are 
required to be notable; an astronomical object is 
presumed to be notable if it has received significant 
coverage in reliable sources that are independent of 
the scientist(s) who discovered the object, or have a 
vested interest in its study.”

[[WP:NOTE]]
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Notability
• Academics:

• The person's research has made significant impact in their scholarly discipline, broadly 
construed, as demonstrated by independent reliable sources.

• The person has received a highly prestigious academic award or honor at a national or 
international level.

• The person is or has been an elected member of a highly selective and prestigious scholarly 
society or association (e.g., a National Academy of Sciences or the Royal Society) or a Fellow of 
a major scholarly society for which that is a highly selective honor (e.g., the IEEE).

• The person's academic work has made a significant impact in the area of higher education, 
affecting a substantial number of academic institutions.

• The person holds or has held a named chair appointment or "Distinguished Professor" 
appointment at a major institution of higher education and research (or an equivalent position 
in countries where named chairs are uncommon).

• The person has held a highest-level elected or appointed academic post at a major academic 
institution or major academic society.

• The person has made substantial impact outside academia in their academic capacity.

• The person is or has been the head or chief editor of a major well-established academic journal 
in their subject area.

• The person is in a field of literature (e.g writer or poet) or the fine arts (e.g., musician, 
composer, artist), and meets the standards for notability in that art, such as WP:CREATIVE or 
WP:MUSIC. 

[[WP:NOTE]]
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Complexity
• Topics are covered at different levels

• Introduction summarises topic in ~3 paragraphs

• Body of article then expands in detail

• Also: Simple Wikipedia, for those whose first language is 
not English

• Some articles get too complicated - particularly with 
mathematics!

• General relativity! (But intro to)

•

Giles (2005) , Nature, 438, 900 
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Editing

• Every page has an ‘edit’ button

• ‘Wikicode’ similar to latex - mathematics is latex

• Examples:

• '''Bold''' would be Bold

• [[Link]] would be a link

• [http://wikipedia.org Wikipedia] - external link

• <math>A = \alpha x^c</math> gives

• Register first, use sandbox to experiment
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How to use Wikipedia

• Great place to start learning about a topic

• But terrible place to stop!

• Students should use Wikipedia to get an overview

• Then use references to learn more

• Should only reference/quote Wikipedia in general terms
“The conventional viewpoint on this topic is ... 
(Wikipedia)

• “Cite this page” link in sidebar for easy referencing
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Wikipedia Assignments

• Get students to write Wikipedia articles

• Rather than being shredded after the assignment, they will 
be read by a world-wide audience

• Very good lesson in the importance of references!

• Grading can be difficult

• Each assignment is on a different topic

• Collaborative effort - separate out contributions

• Can use FA/GA criteria

• Can use metrics e.g. amount of content added, number 
of references used
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Conclusions
• What can be contributed?

• Knowledge (with references!)

• Photos, videos

• Copyediting

• What do you get out of it? 

• Knowledge (best way to learn something is to teach it)

• A world-wide audience for your contributions

• A warm fuzzy feeling
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Thanks for listening!
Questions?

www.wikimedia.org.uk
@wikimediauk

info@wikimedia.org.uk

www.mikepeel.net
@mike_peel

email@mikepeel.net

More info:
education.wikimedia.org
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